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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requiremerits of this title. 

2. Claims 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 14-17. while defining a computer 
program do not define a "computer-readable medium" and are thus non-statutory for 
that reason. A program can range from paper on which the program is written, to a 
program simply contemplated and memorized by a person. The examiner suggests 
amending the claims to embody the program on "computer-readable medium" in order 
to make the claim statutory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ueda 
(US 7,298,505). 
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5. Regarding Claim 1 , Ueda discloses a system for processing print jobs in a 
network (Fig. 1, network 3) containing a plurality of client stations adapted to submit 
print jobs (Fig. 1, host units 4, 5, and 6), and at least one printing device containing a 
control unit (Fit. 1, control unit 11) and a printer (Fig. 1, printer 1), the control unit 
including storage means for storing print jobs submitted to the printing device (Fig. 1, 
queue management unit 16) (col. 4, lines 60-64), which comprises means for generating 
and submitting a print account job containing account information of a print job (Fig. 1, 
confidential processing unit 17) (col. 5, lines 3-10) , wherein the print account job is 
linked to the corresponding print job by a linking identifier (password), and means for 
validating stored print jobs for printing (checking entered password with the password 
associated with the print job), wherein said validating means receives account jobs and 
validates a corresponding print job for printing in the case a valid account job has been 
received (confidential processing unit checks the password entered from the input unit 
against the password that is attached to the print job) (col. 5, lines 3-10). 

6. Regarding Claim 2, Ueda discloses a system, wherein the client station 
comprises a job submitter including said means for generating and submitting print 
account jobs (Fig. 1 , network interface 2) (col, 4, lines 37-44). 

7. Regarding Claim 3, Ueda discloses a system, wherein a server station (printer 1) 
is adapted to intercept a submitted print job, said server station comprising means for 
generating and submitting a print account job containing account information of the 
intercepted print job, wherein the print account job is linked to the corresponding print 
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job by a linking identifier (confidential processing unit displays a list of confidential print 
jobs onto the display) (col. 5, lines 25-36). 

8. Regarding Claim 4, Ueda disclose a system, wherein the server station is 
adapted to communicate with a client station to obtain account information of the 
intercepted print job for insertion in the print account job (queue management unit 
stores at the pint of receipt the print requests for the confidential prints with a print hold 
status) (col. 5, lines 25-36). 

9. Regarding Claim 5, Ueda discloses a system, wherein a printer server comprises 
said means for validating stored print jobs for printing, and wherein said validating 
means validates a print job by generating a print validation command for a 
corresponding print job and submitting the print validation command to the printing 
device (user enters a valid password for the confidential print job) (col. 5, lines 25-36). 

1 0. Regarding Claim 6, Ueda discloses a system, wherein the control unit of the 
printing device is adapted to receive print jobs and print account jobs (upon password 
entry for a confidential print jog, the confidential processing unit displays on the display 
a list of print request for confidential print jobs), and wherein said validating means are 
part of the control unit of the printing device (confidential processing unit checks the 
password entered against the password that is attached to the print data) (col. 5, lines 
3-10). 

1 1 . Regarding Claim 7, Ueda discloses a system, wherein the control unit of the 
printing device stores all submitted print and account jobs in a holding queue in the 
storage means (queue management unit stores at the point of receipt, the print requests 
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for he confidential prints with a print hold status) (col. 5, lines 25-36), said control unit 
being arranged to check stored print and account jobs in order to match United print and 
account jobs, so that in the case where a print job is matched with an account jobs the 
account information is checked, and if the account infonnation is valid, the print job is 
removed from the holding queue and validated for printing and the account job is 
removed from the holding queue and the account information is stored in the storage 
means (Fig. 3) (entered password is authenticated as valid, control unit releases the 
hold status of that confidential print job) (col. 6, lines 31-45). 

12. Regarding Claim 8, Ueda discloses a printing device, comprising a control unit 
(Fig. 1 , control unit 1 1 ) and a printer (Fig. 1 , printer engine 1 5), the control unit including 
storage means for storing print jobs (Fig. 1, queue management unit 16) (col. 4, lines 
60-64) in a holding queue (queue management unit stores at the point of receipt, the 
print requests for he confidential prints with a print hold status) (col. 5, lines 25-36); the 
control unit of the printing device being adapted to receive print jobs and print account 
jobs (Fig. 1, confidential processing unit 17) (col. 5, lines 3-10), wherein the control unit 
contains means for validating stored print jobs for printing, said validating means being 
adapted to receive account jobs and validate a corresponding print job for printing in 
case a valid account job has been received (confidential processing unit checks the 
password entered from the input unit against the password that Is attached to the print 
job) (col. 5, lines 3-10). 

13. Regarding Claim 9, Ueda discloses a printing device, wherein the control unit 
stores all submitted print and account jobs in a holding queue in the storage means 
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(queue management unit stores at the point of receipt, the print requests for he 
confidential prints with a print hold status) (col. 5, lines 25-36), said control unit being 
arranged to check stored print and account jobs in order to match linked print and 
account jobs, wherein in the case where a print job is matched with an account job, 
account information is checked and if the account information is valid, the print job is 
removed from the holding queue and validated for printing and the account job is 
removed from the holding queue and the account information is stored in the storage 
means (Fig. 3) (entered password is authenticated as valid, control unit releases the 
hold status of that confidential print job) (col. 6, lines 31-45). 

14. Regarding Claim 10, Ueda discloses a client station (Fig. 1 , host units 4, 5, and 
6) being adapted to submit print jobs (print jobs transmitted from the output devices of 
host units), wherein a job submitter is provided, including means for generating and 
submitting a print account job containing account information of a print job (print data 
and print request are input to transmit the print jobs from the output devices) (col. 4, 
lines 37-44), the print account job being linked to the corresponding print job by a linking 
identifier (confidential processing unit checks the password entered from the input unit 
against the password that Is attached to the print job) (col. 5, lines 3-10). 

1 5. Regarding Claim 1 1 , Ueda discloses a server station adapted to intercept a 
submitted print job, the server station comprising means for generating and submitting a 
print account job containing account information of the intercepted print job, wherein the 
print account job is linked to the corresponding print job by a linking identifier 
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(confidential processing unit displays a list of confidential print jobs onto the display) 
(col. 5, lines 25-36). 

16. Regarding Claim 12, Ueda discloses a server station, which is adapted to 
communicate with a client station to obtain account infomiation of the intercepted print 
job for insertion in the print account job (confidential processing unit checks the 
password entered from the input unit against the password that is attached to the print 
job) (col. 5, lines 3-10). 

1 7. Regarding Claim 1 3, Ueda discloses a printer server including means for 
validating stored print jobs for printing, wherein the validating means validates a print 
job by generating a print validation command for a corresponding print job and 
submitting the print validation command to a printing device (valid password entries by 
users release the hold status so that printing Is performed) (col. 5, lines 25-36) 

1 8. Claim 14 is rejected for the same reason as claim 10. 

1 9. Claim 1 5 is rejected for the same reason as claim 1 . 

20. Claim 1 6 is rejected for the same reason as claim 11. 

21 . Claim 1 7 is rejected for the same reason as claim 1 3. 

Conclusion 

22. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Salgado et al. (US 5,970,224) discloses a multifunctional printing system with 
queue management. 



Application/Control Number: Page 8 

10/780,860 

Art Unit: 2625 

Osada et al. (US 6,600,569) discloses a printing control apparatus for analyzing 
and processing an input print job that includes printing management data for managing 
the print job and print data. 

Richter et al. (US 6,678,068) discloses a client print server link for an output 
peripheral device. 

Blom et al. (US 6,863,455) discloses a method for managing a printing system in 
which print jobs are disposed with a print queue. 

Wanda (US 6,916,127) discloses to print continuously in the specified order by 
one operation a series of print jobs printed in any timing by a plurality of host computers 
for the same printer even if a usual print job is spooled together in a print server. 

Matsueda (US 6,985,243) discloses a print server system where a user can 
select a spooler of a server or that of a client from which a stored image is to be print- 
outputted. 

Gassho et al. (US 7,054,020) discloses a spooler that adequately manages and 
controls print job. 

Contact Information 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Satwant K. Singh whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7468. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday 8am - 
4:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David K. Moore can be reached on (571) 272-7437. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may.be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner 
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